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It is a special privilege to have been asked to write a few words about my
colleague and friend, Dr. Fred Wise.
The retiring age in most medical institutions is 65 years. It is regrettable
that this is so, for in many instances it is the period \vhen one is most valuable
as a clinician and a teacher. ruben too, one has reached the stage when he can,
without embarrassment, say, "I don't know." Despite his unimpaired vigor
and brilliance of mind, Fred Wise is now resigning to make way for the younger
colleagues.
In my association with Dr. Wise foir almost 10 years I have yet to hear him
make an unkind remark about any one. He is unassuming and modest as to
his attainments, honest in all Ins relations, and a staunch and loyal friend.
After Ins graduation from the College of Physicians and Surgeons in 1901,
he interned in the institution from which he is now retiring as Clinical Professor
of Dermatology and Syphilology and Chief of Clinic. Those 40 or more years
were epoch-making in the development and advancement of Dermatology in
America and no one will question the fact that Fred Wise took a prominent part
in this pioneer stage.
His early association with dermatologists who were trained in the large
European clinics (when it was necessary to go abroad to obtain such training)
together with a keen mind, developed a clinical acuity and a retentive memory
of unusual quality. His knowledge of the German and French dermatologic
literature reinforced his power to correlate Ins clinical ability in reecgnizing
unusual and rare skin diseases.
Very early in his career he was active in teaching our specialty. His asso-
ciation with the late Dr. John A. Fordyce and with Dr. George M. MacNec at
the College of Physicians and Surgeons and the Vanderbilt Clinic, of wInch Wise
was one of the Chiefs, made available an abundance of interesting clinical
material. rrht Fordyce organization, equipped with modern facilities, mode
clinical and pathologic studies possible. Dr. Wise took advantage of this op-
portunity and reported in detail numerous dermati logic conditions, some of
them foir the first time in American literature.
lie was among the first group of dermatologists to use the X-ray asa thera-
peutic measure. lie wrote a number of articles describing in detail his method
and those diseases that were benefited by the use of Roentgen ras.
His writings are too numerous to list. He has written more than 100 articles
embracing almost every variety of dermatosis. Jlis detailed (lesc riptions of the
diseases he reported are evidence of his painstaking care in working up his cases.
Articles that were written 25 or more years ago are still considered outstanding
nnd classic and are quoted and referred to in every text hook on Dermatology.
He was Associate Editor of the .Journal of (utaneous Diseases for many years
and in tlus connection he became an expert in all phases of dermatologie publica-
tion. He resigned this editorial position when he took over the Editorship of
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the Year Book of 1)ermatology and Syphilology in 1931. This publication was
enlarged and improved under his guidance and that of his Associate Editor,
Dr. Marion II. Sulzberger. IL)crmatologists and all those interested in Derma-
tology, not only throughout tins country, but also in foreign lands, have come to
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regard this book as a most valuable text. In 1913, Dr. Wise retired as Senior
Editor of this publication.
Fred Wise has been honored with many evidences of accomplishment and
esteem, and has held the highest offices in the dermatologic field, including that
of Piesiderit of the American 1)ermatological Association.
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Among his hobbies, reading, hunting and shooting stand out. He is an in-
defatigable reader and an expert marksman. He has WOn many prizes and
trophies for his marksmanship.
Although he is relinquishing his official position, I am sure that he vill continue
to he a great inspiration and will b called upon to give of his great experience
and knowledge to the students and staff at the New York Skin and Cancer Unit
many times during the years to come.
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